T 


ing the 


eceivi 


R 


ll ER YET 


= 


OD, 


. 


WORD of G 


my > wa ene Rn —_—_——_ Re 4 


[ 


—— —— ———— 


* 


. : 


% 


_- 


 q___ 


” 


999 ew 


—xdeA Wt ARA + 
——_— es OUT CR ona 


n ” Ol” ys Ed ns tos, OD A =. VE " - 
es aut IS _ — . * Be a a mms 
Cats =" ___ ” y 


- 


_— 


_ 


- 


TE OW ot ans 


pe 


Ix 


HD 


© — 
oy 
oP 
T. 
w 4 
'J 
4 Py 


- 
* 
* 
, 
. 
. 
* 
. 
# 
LL 
. 
3 
LS . bd - - 
. 
, 
Y + 
- 
CASY 
=— 
* 
o .” 
& . b * ' ; $ # ® ” - 
4 . b- ; þ bs 
- o 


&1 A? 
INSTRUCTIONS 


FOR Tas 


Profitable Receiving the W o  Þ of 
GOD. 


Colleed from the 
HOLY SCRIPTURES, 


$ A HD THI 


DocTRAINE of the Church of Syn 


To which are added, 


FOUR PRAYERS. 


—_—. 


, By JOHN RILAND, M. 4. 
Curate of Sutton-Coldfield in Warwickſhire. + 


Printed for the AuTnRnoR : 


And fold by R. BaLtpwin, in Paternoſter-Row z 
: andS. Parkes, in Oxford, 


Mopcckxils 


&/ 


T'HE 
Author's PREFACE, 
ADDRESSED 
To All his READERS; 


Chiefly to Thoſe who are under his 
" MinisT&Ry. FTE 


My dear Friends F 


OD has given us the ſacred Scriptures 
( by the inſpiration of his holy Spirit, to 
ſhew us our duty in every caſe. And, 

as He has enabled me, I have faithfully col- 
lected the following paſſages from his Book, 
to teach you one part of your duty ; namely, . 
howto read and hear his bleſſed word in ſuch a 
manner, that it may tend to your edification, 
and the ſalvation of your precious, becauſe im- 
mortal, Souls. I attempt no explanation of the 
texts; I leave that to the refleftion which they 
caſt upon each other. To reap the benefit of 
this way of explanation, I muſt defire you to 
read them often; and with prayer to God, for 
the underſtanding and proper uſe of them. You 
may firſt take each text, and meditate upon it 
ſeparately : If you do not ſee into the meaning 
of it, then confider = thoſe that go _— 

| an 
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and follow after; and by this one view of the 
whole, the meaning of them may by the belp 
of God's Spirit, be opened to you. 

You muſt remember, that it is my deſire you 
ſhould make this book the ſubje& of your fre- 
quent ſtudy and meditation, If you read it but 

nce or twice, I ſhall be greatly diſappointed. 

hat it may chiefly anſwer its deſign, let me 
beg of you, my friends, to make it one prin- 
Cipal book of devotion every Saturday even- 
ing, in your preparation for the Sabbath ; or on 
that holy day, in the morning before you go to 
the publick worſhip; and again in the evening, 
after you are returned home. This ufe (how- 


_-ever it may be ſtudied by you at other times) I 


defire you would make of it in particular. Go 
on in this way, andin time you will find your 
advantage in it; and I doubt not but you will 
come to find {what I have found it) a book of 
More uſe and value than was at firſt imagined, 
_ TI propoſe+this work, you ſee, to teach you 
How to read the word of God, and to hear 
it preached to your profit. With regard to 
this, I would make the following obſervation to 
OU: .. { | 
| When the faithful miniſters of the Goipel, 
(who are not afraid. of ſpeaking the truth, as 
ic is in Jeſus, plainly) ſpeak to the hearts of the 
unconvetted, by a cloſe application of the ſcrip- 


tural doQtrine of original fin and perſonal tranſ- 


greſlions, the unconverted will, at thiz way of 
preaching, be apt naturally to take offence : If 
this ſhould be the caſe, then take a general view 
of theſe paſſages of ſcripture; and ſee whether 
they can diſcharge their duty, if they neglect 

vs preaching 
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ing as an hypocrite ; extremely odious in the 


C.J 
preaching in this manner? And whether it is 
not your duty to give them a ſubmiſhve and 'pa- 
tient hearing? — In particular ; when you hear 
the miniſters of Chiiſt enforcing with plainneſs 
and fincerity, the important truths of the Law 
and the Goſpel, fearing not man, in order to 
awaken the ſinner, by threatenings of eternal 
puniſhment ; holding forth invitations to receive 
feſus Chriſt by faith, and promiſes of pardon 
to all his fins immediately upon his turning 
tu Him ; when you hear this, and think that 
they over-do the matter, then ſee whether the 
word of God has not very emphatically or- 
dered them ſo to ſpeak? And whether they 
would not break their own ſolemn promiffor y: 
reſolutions, if they did not? — When you. 
hnd the zealous preachers of Chriſtianity, la 
bouring to do their duty as they ought, and 
think they need not ſpeak ſo ſharply and fo 
boldly; then try whether you have carneſtly;. 
and from your heart, prayed to Cind that they 
may do to, according as you are taught in 
Scripture ? And whether, in taking any diſlike-at 
this, you do not aft in direct contradittion to. 
your own prayers, which you have repeatedly 
offered to God, for this very purpoſe, in your 
publick worſhip? And, if ſo, are you not act- 


light of Gcd? And are you not condemned out 
of your own mouth before Him? — When, 
through natural pride and haſtineſs of ſpirit, you 
think badly of, or ſpeak againſt, the ſoul- ſearch- 
ing diicourſes of the faithful ſervants of Chriſt ; 
then examine your heart, to ſee whether you 
have the Chriſtian graces of meekneſs and hu- 
cx B 3 mility. 
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mility in it? Or whether it be not owing to 
your want of theſe graces, that you are led to 
expreſs any diſpleaſure againſt them or their 
diſcourſes? And alſo, whether this is agreeable 
to the ſpirit and meaning of thoſe prayers which 
you have put up to God, in his publick wor- 
ſhip, for your receiving the Word meekly and 
reverently ?!—— When, in a heedleſs and con- 
temptuous manner, you diſregard the preach- 
ing of the Word, conſult your memory, to ſee 
whether you have deeply meditated upon thoſe 
ſtriking paſſages of God's Book, which in a 
very alarming aud awakening manner, lay be- 
fore you the danger of not receiving the Word 
as becomes an humble and ſinceie diſciple of 
Chiſt?—When you read chapters, and books, 
or hear ſermons preached, that you do not in 
_ general underſtand, and cannot profit by j and 
upon that account are apt to be angry and un- 
eaſy, and to think hardly of, or ſpeak againſt 
the authors of them; then conſider, whether 
you have with ſufficient fervency and frequency, 
poured out your ſoul before Gol in prayer, 
for the divine teaching of his holy Spirit ; being 
duly ſenſt>le of your great need ofit ? — When 
you find that the Word is rather tedious and 
irkſome to your ears and hearts, ſee if it is not 
becauſe there is a wrong diſpoſition of mind in 
you ; and therefore you do nut well reliſh thoſe 
paſſages which ſtrongly enforce the neceſſity 
of diligence, frequency and plea'ure in hearing 
and reading it? And whether if you had dane 
ſo, 'you {hould not have taken the greateſt 
delight in taſting this heavenly food ? —— In 
ſhort : When you find in yourſelf any ns 
| O 
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of, or offence againſt the Word reador preached, 
and the miniſters of it ; then contemplate whe- 
ther you have duly confidered what the duty 
of hearers is, what the Word of God is, what 
the defign and power of it, and who the laws 
fully ordained miniſters of the Goſpel are, and 
 What'their office is? And whether there is not 
ſomething in this book, which oppoſes ſuch a 
_ captious temper and diſpoſition of mind, as is- 
ready to take offence at what it ought to receive 
with reverence and pleaſure ? And whether This 
is not a proof of your being in the wrong; 
fince this book is (part of) the Word of God 
itſelf? Alſo, you would do well to conſider, . 
whether in oppoſing and ſetting yourſelf againſt: 
theſe things, . you are not oppoling and ſetting 
yourſelf againſt an eternal, omnipotent GOD? 
And alſo, whether you are not working. out 
your own damnation without, inſtead of your 
ſalvation, with fear and trembling ? Conſfiger 
what I ſay, and the Lord. give you underſtand-- 
ing in all things. | y Ty 
To theſe authorities from the Ward of Gods 
I have added ſome quotations.from the: dorine 
of your own Church : Confider what objec-- 
tion you can have againſt this? And if you have ' 
any, whether it isajuſt one? Becauſe you knows 
the Liturgy you yourſelves ule; and the Ho-- 
milies are publiſhed; by authority for the uſe of. 
churches and private families. 
] have added four prayers, proper and ne- 
_ ceſfary to be, uſed, .for ;the profitable hearipg 
and reading God's Word. If you find ſame 
expreſhons and thoughts in; them, . which you | 
- may not perhaps be uſed to find in ſome ma-. | 


nuals of devotion, in the words of which only 


. you have been accuſtomed to pray, do not re- 
kt them. Conſider whether you can prove 


them to be diſagreeable to God's Word ? If not, 
If they are penned according to it, are you not 
bound to uſe ſuch prayers as are agreeable to 
God's Word? And to ſpeak, a, and think 
according to the ſpirit of them? Can you re- 
jet them without rejefing the authority of 
the holy Scriptures ? Let conſcience ſpeak and 
determine. I do not want to confine you, 
contrary to your inclination, to the uſe of theſe 
forms of prayer, upon your knees as often as 


| you may Chooſe to 1+ into your Bible ; (for 
ſuch an yearn as, Lord, open thou mine 


gyes, that I may behold wonderous things out of thy 
Law, may ſuffice for that ;) but you may uſe 
and read them ſo often, till you ſee the uſe 
and neceſſity of having the ſpirit of them in- 
grafted into your ſou]. And when this is done, 


you may, as frequently as you ſee occaſion, 


(that is, as often as you //udy the Bible) fend 


them up to God, according as ycu are fituated, 
and your preſent circumſtances will admit. But 


this I muſt defire, as to the regular ufe of thefe 
prayers, that (if you do not uſe others of the 
fame kind) you would offer them up to God, 
on the knee, eyery Lord's day, either by your- 
ſelf, or in your family z namely, the two prayers 


to be uſed; one before the reacrng, the other 
before the hearing of the Word, in the morning ; 


the two other, one to be uſed, afzer the reads 
ing, the other «after the hearing of the Word, 
in the eyening of that holy day. 31 


May 
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May God's bleſſing coritinually attend this 
imperfe& work ; and may all the miniſters of 
the Goſpel ſo preach, and all the hearers ſo hear, 
as will promote the glory of God, and:- ſet for- 
ward the ſalvation of Souls. With this-prayer 
I leave you, and only deſire you, before you 
read this Book, to ſtudy and medttate upon 
theſe following ſeriptures, *till you ſee the force, 
and find the power of- them. 4a. xxxiv. 16, 
Seek ye out of the book of the law, and read, 
£22k, iii. 10. Son of man, all my words that I 
ſhall ſpeak unto thee, receive in thine heart, 
| and hear them with thine- ears. Luke viii. 8. 
He that hath ears to hear, let him hear. Zukte 
ix. 44. Let theſe ſayings fink down into your 
ears. Fohn viii.. 47. He that is of God, heareth. 
God's words: Ye therefore hear them not, be- 
cauſe ye are not of Ged: 1 Fobr-iv. 6. He 
that knoweth Ged, heareth us: He that is not 
of God, heareth nut us. Hereby know we the: 
ſpirit of truth, and the ſpirit of error, Fobn 
XViii, 37. Every one that is of the truth, hear- 
eth my voice. Fohn xiv. 24. He that loveth. 
me not, keepeth not my ſayings. {/aiah lv. 3; 
Incline your ear, and come unto me ; Hear, and 
your ſoul'ſhall live.” Fer: xiii. 15, 17, Hear ye, 
and give ear, be not proud; for the Lord hath 
ſpoken. But if ye will not hear it, my ſoul ſhall 
weep in ſecret places for your pride; and mine 
eyes ſhall weep ſore ;. and run. down with tears, 
becauſe the Lord's flock is carried away captive. 
Matt. vii. 24, 27. Whoſoever heareth. theſe 
ſayings of mine, and. doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wiſe man, which built his houſe 
upon a rock ;- and the rain deſcended, and the 


vfa'atakt 
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floods came,and the winds blew, and-beat upon 
that houſe ; and it fell not, for it was founded 
upon arock, And every one that heareth theſe 
ſayings of mine, and doeth them not, ſhall be 
likened unto a fooliſh man, which built his 
houſe upon the ſand ; and the rain deſcended, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that houſe; and it fell, and great was 
the fall of it. Fohn xii. 48, He that rejeteth 
me, and receiveth not my words, hath one 
that judgeth him: THE woORD THAT I HAVE 
SPOKEN, THE SAME 8HALL JUDGE HIM 
IN THE LAST DAY, 


1 am, 
Hur fancere Well-wifher, 


And faithful Servant in Jeſus Chriſt, 
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The following Texts ſhew particularly the 
Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of reading and 
bearing GO D's Holy Word ;, and alſo 
what the Word is deſigned to teach us, 
_ and the Pater of it, 


. Balm cxix, 105, 130. 
HY word is a lamp unto my feet, and 
| a light unto my path. The entrance _ 
of thy words giveth light, it giveth un- 
derſtanding unto the ſimple. 2 Tim. iii. 15, 16, 
17. And that from a child thou hait known the 
holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee 
wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith, which is in 
Chriſt Jeſus, All Scripture is given by inſpira# | 
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for | 
reproof, for correCtion, for inſtruction in righte- 
ouineſs ; that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works. Mark 
Xit. 2. 4. Do yenot therefore err, becauſe ye know 
not the Scriptures ? Fohnv. 39. Search the Scrip- 
tures, for in them ye think ye have eternal life - 
an 
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and they are they which teſtify of me. Roz. 
K. 17... Faith cometh -by hearing ; -and -hear- 
ing by the Word of God. Hed. iv. 2, But the 
Wotd preached did not profit them, not being 
mixed with faith in them that heard it. Heb, 
iv. 12. The Word of God is quick and power- 
ful, and ſharper than any two-edged ſword, 
piercing even to the dividing afunder of ſoul 
and ſpirit, and of the joints and marrow ; and 
is a diſcerner of the thoughts and intents of 
the heart. Rom. xy. 4. Whatſoever things were 
written aforetime, were written for our learn- 
ing, that we, through patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures, might have hope. 1 Theſ}. ii. 
13. For this cauſe alſo thank we God without 
ceaſing, becauſe when ye received the Word 
of God which ye heard of us, ye received it,. 
not as the word of men, but (as it is in truth) 
the Word of God, which effeQtually worketh 
alſo in you that believe. Col. ii, 8. Beware leſt 
any man ſpoil you through philoſophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after the ru- 
diments of the world, and not after Chriſt. 
Prov. vi. 23. The commandment is a lamp, 
and the law is light, and reproofs of inſtruc- _ 
tion are the way of life. P/; xix. 7, 8. The 
law of the Lord is perfe&, converiing the ſou]; 
the teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wile 
the ſimple. The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, 
rejoicing the heart ; the commandment of the 
Lord 'is pure, enlightening the eyes. J/. viii. 
20. To the law and to the teſtimony ,, if they 
ſpeak not according to this word, it is becauſe 
there is no light in them. Fohn xvii. 17 . Sanc» 
tify them through thy truth ;. thy Word is truth. 
James 
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Jarkes i. 18. Of his own will bepat he ws with 
the word of truth. 1 Pef, it. 2. Defire the ſm- 
cere milk of the Word, that ye may grow 
thereby. 1 P#x. i. 23, 25. The Word of God 
which liveth and abideth for ever, The Word 
of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the 
Word which by the /Goſpel is preached unto 
you. 1 Tim. vi. 3, 4,) If any man teach other- 
wiſe, and conſent ab to wholeſome words, 
even the words of our- Lord Jeſas Chriſt, and 
to the doftrine, which is according to godlineſs ; 
he is proud, knowing nothing. Rom, Xvi. 25, 
26, Now to him that is of power to ſtabliſh 
you accoiding to my Goſpel, and the preach- 
ing of Jeſus Chriſt, according to the revelation 
of the myſtery which was kept ſecret fince the 
world began, but now is made manifeſt, and 
by the ſcriptures of the prophets, according to 
the commandment of theeverlaſting God, made 
known to all nations for the obedience of faith, 
=--- Af75 XX. 32. And now, brethren, I com- 
mend you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give 


you an inheritance among all them which are 
ſanCtified. To : 


Inſtances of the Power of God's Word, according 
79 what 1s ſaid of it in the foregoing Scriptures, 

Acts xv. 7. Peter roſe up, and ſaid, Men and 
brethren, ye know, how that a good while ago, 
God made choice among us, that the Gen- 
tiles, by my mouth, {011d hear the Word of the 
Croſpel, and believe, 4s it. 37, 41. Now 
when they heard this, they were pricked in 
their heart, and faid unto Peter, and to the reft 
of the apoſtles, Men and brethren, what ſhall 
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we do? Then they that- gladly received hts 
Word, were baptized ; and the ſame day there 
were added unto them about three thouſand 
ſouls. As iv. 4. Many of them which heard 
the Word, believed. And the number of the 
men was about five . thouſand. As xxi. 20, 
And when they heard it, they glorified the 
Lord, and ſaid unto Him, Thou ſeeſt, brother, 
how many thouſand of Jews there are which 
believe. Ads xi. 15. And as I began to ſpeak, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on them, as on us at the 
beginning. 20, 21. Preaching the Lord Jeſus. 
And the hand of the Lojzd was with them ; 
ard a great number believed, and turned unto 
the Lord. Ads xiv. 1. And it came to paſs in 
Tconium, that they went both together into the 
fynagogue of the Jews, and ſo ſpake, that a 
great multitude both of the Jews, and alſo of 
the Greeks, believed As v. 14. And believers 
were the more added to the Lord, multitudes 
both of men and women. 4s xix. 20. 90 
mightily grew the Word of God, and preyailed. 


\ 

To theſe general In/lances of Converſion by the 
Weird, may be added, the particular ones of — 
the Mthiopian, Acts viii. 26,—39. Lydia, 
Ads xvi. 14. 15. The Samaritans, Acts viii. 
5.—12., Ciilpus, and the Corinthians, Acts 
Xyili, 8. Sergius Paulus, ACts Xilil. 7. 12. 
The Jaylor, Acts xvi. 27.—33. 

Afts Xvii. 11, 12. Theſe were more noble 
than thoſe of The//alonica, in that they received 
the Word with all readinels of mind, and tearch- 
ed the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe things 
were ſo; therefore many of them belieyed. 


6-9-3 


The Church of England, in her Homilies on the 
Scriptures, confirms the foregoing Account of 
the beneficial Power of G O D's Wird, in the 
Manner following : 


& Unto a Chriſtian man, there can be no- 
© thing either more neceſſary or profitable than 
«© the knowledge of holy Scripture ; foraſmuch 
« as in it is contained God's true Word, ſet- 
<« ting forth his glory, and alſo man's duty. 
« An1 there is no truth nor doQtine neceſlary 
« for our juſtification and everlaſting ſalvation, 
« but that is (or may be) drawn out of that 
« fountain and well of truth. Therefore as 
©* many as be deſirous to enter into the right and 
<« perfect way unto God, mult apply their minds 
& to know holy Scripture; without the which, 


« they can neither ſufficiently know God and 


<« his will, neither their office and duty.—In 
&« holy Scripture is fully contained what we 
* ought to do, and what to eſchew ; what to 
<« believe, what to love, and what to look for 
« at God's hands at length. In theſe books 
© we ſhall find the Father, from whom, the 
« Son, by whom, and the Holy Ghoſt, in 
« whom, all things have their being and keep- 
* ingup ; and theſe three perſons to be but one 
«« God, and one ſubſtance. In theſe books we 
«© may learn to know our ſelves, how vile and. 
© miſerable we be; and alſo to. know God, 
© how good He is of himſelf, and how He 
©© maketh us, and all creatures, partakers of his 
& poodneſs.— The Scripture of God is the hea- 
« venly meat of our Souls, the heaiing and 
« keeping of it maketh us bleſſed, ſanCtifieth 

C © us 
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& ns, and maketh us holy ; it turneth our ſouls; 
« it is a light lanthorn to our feet; it is a ſure, 
&« {tedfaſt, and everlaſting inſtrument of {ſalva- 
©« tion ; it giveth wiſdom to the humble and 
&« lowly hearts 3 it comforteth, maketh glad, 
& cheareth and cheriſheth our conſcience ; it is 
«* a more excellent jewel or treaſure than any 
« gold or precious ſtone; it is more ſweet than 
« honey br honey-comb z it is called the beit 
« part which A27y did chooſe, for it hath in 
< it everlaſting comfort. The words of holy 
6 SCiipture be called words of everlaſting life ; 
'« for they be God's inftruments ordained, for 
« the ſarne purpoſe. T hey have power to turn 
« through - God's promiſe, and they be <ffec- 
&« tual through God's affiſtance ; and, being re- 
« ceived in a faithſul heart, they have ever 
« an heavenly ſpiritual working in them.—If 
« we profets Chriſt, why be we not aſhamed ' 
*« to be ignorant in his doetrine, ſeeing that 
* every man is aſhamed to be ignorant in that 
*: learning which he profeſſeth ? That man is 
* aſhamed to be called a Philoſopher, which 
« reaceth not the books of Philoſophy ; anc to 
« becalled a Law yer, an Aſtronomer, or Phy- 
« ſjicjan, that is ignorant in the books of Law, 
& Aftronomy and Phyfick, —Let us eſteem them 
«<< ina reverent humility, that we may find our 
« neceſſary food therein, to ſtrengthen us, to 
« comfort us, to inſtruct us (as God of his great 
«< mercy hath appointed them) in all neceſſary 
« works: ſo,that we may be perfect before 
« him jn the whole courſe of our life: Which 
« He grant, who bath redeemed us, our Lord 
© and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt : To whom, with 

* the 
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_ «& the Father, and the Noly Ghoſt, be all ho- 
© nour and glory, for evermore, Amen.” 


The Duty and Obligation of Miniſters to preach 
and enforce the Ford of GOD: And their 
Manner of doing it with Meekneſs, Sincerity, 
and Boldneſs, Sc. 

Fer. xxiii. 28, He that hath my Word, let 
him ſpeak my Word faithfully. Ter. xIviit. 
10. Curſed be he that doeth the work of the 
Lord deceitfully. £@#zex. iii. 17, 18, 19. Son 
of Man, I have made Thee a watchman unto 
the houſe of 7/-ael, therefore hear the Word at 
my mouth, and give them warning from me. 
When I fay unto the wicked, "Thou ſhalt ſurely 
die ; and Thou giveſt him not warning, nor 
 ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his wicked 
way, to ſave his life z the ſame wicked man 
ſhall die in his iniquity ; but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. Yet if thou warn the 
wicked, and he turn not ſrom his wickedneſs, 
nor from his wicked way, he ſha]l die in his 
iniquity; but thou haſt delivered thy foul]. 
Ezet ii 6,7. And, thou Son of Man, bz not 
afraid of them ; neither be-afraid of their words, 
_ though briers and thorns be with thee, and thou 
doſt dwell amongſt ſcorpions; be not afraid of 
their words, nor be diſmayed at their looks, 
though they be a rebellious houſe. And thou 
ſhalt ſpeak my words unto them, whether they 
will hear, or whether they will forbear : for 
they are moſt rebellious. Miah iii, 8. But gruly 
I am full of power by the Spitit of the Lord, 
and of judgment, and of might, to declare unto 
Facob. his tranſgreſſion, and to 1/ae! his fin. 
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Ijaiah Iviii. 1. Cry aloud, ſpare not, lift up thy 
voice like a trumpet, and ſhew my people their 
tranſgreſhon, and the Eouſe of Facob their fins, 
Fer.i. 7, 8, 9. Thou ſhalt go to all that I ſhall 
ſend thee, and whatſoever I command thee, 
thou ſhalt ſpeak. Be not afraid of their faces : 
for I am with thee to deliyer thee, faith the 
Lord. Behold, I have put my wotds in thy 
mouth. 17. Thou therefore gird up thy loins, 
and ariſe, and ſpeak unto thenrall that I com- 
mand thee; be not diſmayed at their faces, leſt 
_ 1 confound thee before them. Fer. xv. 19. If 
thou take forth the precious from the vile, thou 
thalt be as my mouth. Exe. xliv. 23. And 
they ſhall teach my people the difference be- 
tween the holy and profane, and cauſe them to 
diſcern between the unclean and the clean. Gal. 
iv. 16. Am I therefore become your enemy, 
be cauſe I tell you the truth ? St. Pauls Epi/iles 
to Timothy and Titus. If thou put the brethren 
in remembiance of theſe things, thou ſhalt be 
a good miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, nouriſhed up in 
the words of faith, and of good doctrine, where 
unto thou haſt attained. Theſe things com- 
mand and teach. Give attendance to read- 
ing, to exhortation, to doCtrine. Meditate upon 
theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them ; that 
thy profiting may appear to all. Take heed 
unto thyſelf, and unto thy doctrine; continue 
in them ; for in doing this, thou ſhalt both 
ſave thyſelf and them that hear thee. T hem 
that fin, rebuke before all, that others alſo may 
fear. I charge thee before God, and the Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, and the elect angels, that thou 
obſcrve theſe things, without. MOTng oe 
; before 


ON 


before another, doing nothing. by partiality, 
Wherefore I put thee in remembrance, that 
thou ſtir up the gift of God, which is in thee 
by the putting on of my hands. For God hath 
not given us the ſpirit of fear, but of power, 
and of love, and of a ſound mind. Be not 
thou therefore aſhamed of the teſtimony of 
our Lord, nor of me his priſoner; but be thou 
partaker of the afflitions of the Goſpel, ac- 
cording to the power of God ; whereunto I 
am appointed a preacher, and an apoſtle, and 
a teacher of the. Gentiles. Study to ſhew thy- 
ſelf approved unto God, a workman that need- 
eth not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. And the ſervant of the Lord muſt 
not ſtrive ; but be gentle unto all men, apt 
- to teach, patient, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe 
that oppoſe themſelves ; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the acknowledging 
of the Truth. I charge thee before God, and: 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judge the 
uick and the dead at his appearing, and his 

ingdom ; preach the Word; be inſtant in 
ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; reprove, rebuke,.exhoit 
with all long-ſuffering and doQtrine, Watch 
thou in all things, endure afliftions, do the 
work of an Evangeliſt, make full proof .of thy 
miniſtry. Holding faſt the faithful Word, as 
he hath bzen taught, that he may. be able, by. 
ſound dottiine, both to exhcrt and to convince 
the gain-ſayers. Whetitf.re rebuke them ſharp--_ 
ly, that they may be ſound in the Faith. Speak 
thou the things that become ſound dofctcine. 
Ja all things ſhewing thyſelf a pattern of good 
works ; in, doQArins ſhewing uncorruptneſs, 
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gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech, that cannot be 
condemned ; that he that is of the contrary 
party may be aſhamed, having no evil thing to 
ſay of thee. Theſe things ſpeak and exhort, and 
_ rebuke with all authority. Let no man de» 
ſpiſe thee. 2 Cor. iv. 1, 2. Therefore ſeeing we 
have this miniſtry, as we have received mercy, 
ve faint not, but have renounced the hidden 
things of diſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, 
nor handling the Word of God deceitfully, but 
by manifeſtation of the truth, commending our- 


ſelves to every man's conſcience in the fight 


Their Obligation to preach JeEsUs CHRIsT : [nt 
all his Offices; of Prophet to teach, Prieſt to 
atone for, and King to govern us : Tobe made 
of God unto us («s St. Paul ſays, 1 Cor. i. 
30.) Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sancti- 
fication, and Redemption. | | 


1 Cor iv, 1, 2. Let a man fo account of us, 
as of the miriſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of 
the myſteries of God. Moreover it is required 
in ſtewards, that a man be found faithful. 
Ephe/..iv. 11, 12. And he gave ſome, apoſtles ; 
and ſome, prophetsz and ſome, evangeliſts ; 
and ſome, paſtors and teachers ; for the per- 
ſefing of the ſaints, for the work of the mini- 
ſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chrift, 
2 Cor. v. 18, 19, 20. All things are of God, 
who hath reconciled us to himſelf by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hath given to us the miniſtry of 
1econciliation ; to wit, that God wes in Chriſt, 
reconciling the world unto himſelf, not imput- 
ing their tteſpaſſes unto them ;z and hath _- 
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mitted unto us the word of reconciliation, 
Now then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as 
though God 4 befeech you- by us; we pray 
you in Chriſt's ſtead, be'ye reconciled to God, 
2 John g. Whoſoever tranſgreſſeth, and abid- 
eth not in the doctrine of Chriſt, hath not 
God : He that abideth in the doctrine of Chriſt, 
he hath both the Father and the Son. 10. If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this 
doctrine, receive him not into your houſe, net- 
ther bid him God ſpeed. -11. For he'that bid- 
eth him God ſpeed, is partaker of his evil deeds. 
Epheſ. iii. 8. Unto me, who am leſs than the 
leaſt of all ſaints, is this grace given, that I 
ſhould preach among the Gentiles the unſearch. 
able riches of Chriſt. Cv/. iv. 3, 4. Withal, 
praying alſo for us, that God would open unto 
us a door of utterance, to ſpeak the myſtery of 
Chriſt, for which I am alſo in bonds ; that I 
may make it manifeſt, as I ought to ſpeak, 
I Cor. iv. 17. For this cauſe have I ſent unto 
you Timotheus, who is my beloved ſon, and 
faithful in the Lord, who ſhall bring you into 
remembrance of my ways, which be in Chrift, 
as I teach eyery where in every Church. 2 Cer. 
iv. 5.: For we preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt 
{Jeſus the Lord; and ourſelves your ſervants for 
Feſus* fake, x Cor. iv. 15. In Chriſt Jeſus I 
have begotten you through the Goſpel. - Gat. 
iv. 19. My little children, of whom I travail 
in birth again, until Chriſt be formed in you. 
Col. i. 27,28. Chriſt in you, the hope of glory ; 
_ whom we preach, warning every man, and 
teaching every man in all wiſdom, that we 
may preſent eyery man perfed in Chriſt Jeſus. 
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I. Cor..ii. 2, For 1 determined not to know 
any thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and 
him crucified. 1 Cor. i. 23, 24+ But we preach. 
Chriſt crucified, unto the Jews a ſtumbling 
block, and unto the Greeks fooliſhneſs; but 
unto them which are called both Jews and 
Greeks, Chriſt the power of God, and the wiſ- 
dom of 'God. Phil. i. 18, Notwithſtanding 
every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, 
Chriſt is preached; and I therein do rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice. 2 Cor. ii. 17. For we ate 
not as many, which corrupt the Word of God ; 
but of ſincerity, but as of God, in the fight of 
God, ſpake we in Chriſt. Gal. j. 10. For do 
I now perſuade men, or God? Or do l ſeek to 
pleaſe men? For if 1 yet pleaſed men, I ſhould 
not be the ſervant of Chriſt. As vii. 5. Then 
Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and. 
preached Chriſt unto them. 35. Then Ph:/;p 
opened his mouth, and began at the ſame ſcrip- 
ture, and preached unto him Jeſus. As 1x. 20, 
And ſtraitway he preached Chriſt in the ſyna» 
gogues, that he is the Son of God, 22. Prov- 
ing that this is very Chriſt, 4s xxviii. 30, ZI, 
And Paul dwelt two whole years in his own 
bired houſe, and received all that came in unto 
him, preaching the kingdom of God, and teach- 
ing thoſe things which concern the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, with all confidence, no man forbidding 
him. A#s xi. 20. And ſome of them — ſpake 
unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jeſus. 
At3s v. 42. And daily in the temple, and in 
every houſe, they ceaſed not 40 teach and 
preach Jeſus Chriſt. . 1 Cor. iii, 11. For other 
foundation 'can no man lay, than that rnd 
whic 
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which is Jeſus Chriſt, Ephe/. ii. 21. In whom 
all the building fitly framed together, groweth 
unto an holy temple in the Lord. 22. In whom 
you alſo are builded together for an habitation 
of God through the Spirit, 


Their Duty to preach the GasP EL ; that 1s, glad 
Tidings of Reconciliation with God by Feſus 
Chriſt's Salvation freely given to loſt Sinners. 


Luke iv. 18, 19. The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, hecauſe he hath anointed me to 
preach the Goſpel to the poor : He hath ſent 
me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 


_ deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 


fight to the blind, to ſet at liberty them that 
are bruiſed, to preach the acceptable year of the 
Lord. Mark xvi. 15, 16. And he faid unto 
them, Go ye intoall the world, and preach the 
Goſpel to every creature. He that believeth. 
and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved ; but he that be- 
lieveth not, ſhall be damned. 2 Tm. iv. 5, Do. 
the work of an Evangeliſt. a Cor. ix. 106. 
Wo is unto me, if I preach not the Goſpel. 
Gal. i 8. Though we, or an angel from hea- 
ven, preach any other Goſpel unto you than 
that which we have preached unto you, let 
him be accuſed. Rom. i. 15, 16. So, as much 
as in me is, I ami ready to preach the Goſpel to 
you that are at Rome alſo, For I am not , 
aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; for it is the. 
power of God unto falvation, to every one 
that believeth, to the Fer firſt, and allo to the 
Greek Rom, X. 11,12, 13, 14, 15. The ſcrip- 
tures faitn, whoſoever believeth on him, ſhall 
not be aſhamed, For there is no difference be- 
tween 
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tween the Z-w and the Greet; for the, ſame 
Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon 
* him. For whoſoever ſhall call! upon the name 
of the Lord ſhall be faved. How then ſhall 
they call on him in whom they have not be- 
_ lieved? And how ſhall they believe in him of 
whom they have not heard ? And how ſhall 
they hear without a preacher? And how ſhall 
they preach, except they be ſent? As it is writ- 
ten, How beautiful are the feet of them that 
preach the Goſpel of peace. and bring glad tid- 
ings of good things! 1 Theſſ. ii. 2, 3, 4 5. We 
were bold in our God to ſpeak unto you the 
Goſpel of God with much contention, For 
Our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of un- 
cleanneſs, nor in guile : But as we were allowed 
of God to be put ir truſt with the Goſpel, eyen 
ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing men but God, 
which trieth our hearts. For neither at any 
time uſed we flattering words, as ye know, nor 
a Cloke of covetouſneſs; God is our witneſs. 
_ Ars xx. 24, 26, 27. But none of theſe things 
move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myſelf, ſo that I might finiſh my courſe with 
Joy, and the miniſtry which I have received of 
the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the Goſpel of the grace 
of God, Wherefore I take you to record this 
that day, I am pure from the blood of all men. 
For I] have not ſhunned to declare unto you all 
the counſel of God, | 
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The Senſe and Opinion of the Church of England 
in this Point, is plainly given in her Form and 
Manner of ordering of Prieſts : Where, after 
giving them an earneſt Exhortation, t6 remem- 
ber into how high a dignity, and to how weighty 
an Office and Charge they are called ; and alſo, 
to apply themſelves by God's Grace, wholly to 1t 
She puts, among /? others, theſe particular Pueſ- 
tions to them ; and requires their ſolemn Anftwers, 
according to ther Direttons ; to. the end that 
the People may underſtand their Miniſters 
Minds and Wills in theſe Things, and that 
their Promiſe may the more move them to do 
their Duty. | 


*© Are you perſuaded that the-holy Scriptures 
« contain ſufficiently all doctrine required. af 
&« neceſſity for eternal ſalvation through faith 
* in Jeſus Chriſt? And are you determined out 
« of the ſeid Scriptures, to inſtruct the people 
© committed to your charge,-and to teach no- 
* thing (as required of neceſſity to eternal falva- 
© tion) but that which you ſhould be perſuaded 
 * may be concluded and proved by the Scrip- 
CESSES. > ooo” I” 
Anfiver, <* Iam ſo perſuaded, and have ſo 
* determined by God's grace.” 
_« Will you then give your faithful diligence 
* always ſo to minitter the do&ttine and facra- 
* ments, and the diſcipline .of Chriſt, as the 
& Lord hath commanded,. and as this Church 
* and realm hath received the ſame, according 
© to the conumandments of God ; ſo that you 
** may teach-the people committed to your 
6 care and charge, with all diligence to keep 
«*« and obſerye the ſame ? 


$1. 

Anſwer. © T will ſo do by the help of God. 

« Will you be diligent to frame and faſhion 
** your own ſelyes, and your families, according 
«*< to the doctrine of. Chriſt, and to make both 
** yourſelves and them, as much as in you 
<< heth, wholſome examples and patterns to the 
«*« flock of Chriſt?” | | 

Anfwer. © 1 will apply myſelf thereto, the 
« Lord being my helper.” 


The People's Duty to their Miniſters ; particularly 
in honouring them, and in aſſiſting them by their 
Prayers ; that they may ſpeak ths truth plainly 

and without fear, | 
HONOUR. 


Heb. xiii. 17. Obey them that have the rule 
over you, and ſubmit yourſelves : For they 
watch for your ſouls, as they that muſt give 
account, that they may do it with joy, and 
not with grief ; for that is unprofitable for you. 
1 Theſſ. v.12, 13. And we beſeech you, bre- 
thren, to know them which labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh 
you; and to efteem them very highly in love 
for their works fake. 1 7m. v.17. Let the 
elders which rule well; be counted worthy of 
double Honour, eſpecially they who labour in 
the Word and dottrine. Zeb. xiii. 7, Remem- 
ber them which have the rule over you, who 
| have ſpoken unto you the Word of God; 
whoſe faith follow, confidering the end of their 
converſation, TFohn xiii, 20, Verily, verily I 
fay unto y ou, He that receiveth whomſoever 1 
ſend, receiveth me ; and he that receiveth me 
zeceiveth him that ſent me, | 


PRAYER 
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PRAYER. 


2 Thefſ. iii, 1. Finally, brethren, pray for 
us, that the Word of the Lord may have free 
courſe, and be glorifizd even as it is with you. 
Rom. xv. 30. Now I beſeeeh you, brethren, 
for th: Lord Jeſus Chriſt's fake, and for the 
love of the Spirit, that ye ſtrive together wi:h 
me in your prayers to God for me. 2 Cor. 1.2. 
Ye alfo helping toyether by prayer for us, that 


for the gift beſtowed upon us by the means of = 


many perſons, thanks may be given by many 
on our behalf, Pþz! i. 19, 20. For I know 
that this ſhall turn to my ſalvation through your 
prayer, and the ſupply of the Spirit of jeſus 
Chriſt, according to my earneſt expectation 
and my hope, that in nothing Ifhall be aſhamed, 


| but that with all boldneſs, as always, ſo now 


alſo Chriſt ſhall be magnifhed in _ my body, 
whether it be by life or by death Epbhe/ vi. 
18, 19, 20. Praying always with all przyer and 


___ ſupplicanon in the Spirit, and watching: there- 


unto with all perſeverance, and ſupvlicition for _ 
all faints; and for me, that utterance may be 
given unto me, that I may open my mouth 


boldly, to make known the myſtery of the 


Goſpel; for which I am an ambaſſador in 


bonds; that therein I may ſpeak bolily as I 


ought to ſpeak. AFs iv. 24. They lift up their 
voice to God with one accord, and ſtid, Lord, 
thou art God which haſt made heaven and 
earth, and the ſea, and all that in them 8.—29, 
And now Lord, grant unto thy ſeivants, that 
with all boldneſs they may ſpeak thy Word. * 


31, And when wy the place was 


ſhaken 
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ſhaken where they were afſembled together) 
and they were all filled with the Heoly Ghoſts 
and they ſpake the Word of Goq with boldneſs. 


The Duty, Deſign and Manner of the Purple's 
honcuring ana praying for their Miniſters, 1s 
thus regularly expreſſed by them in their own 
Church- Prayers ; ever and abeve what they 
expreſs, occafionaly in the Prayer to be uſed it 
the E mber « IVeeks, and in the Ordination- 


CPs, 

© Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all bi- 
* ſhops and curzte*, that they may buth by 
«« their life and doctrine, ſet forth thy true and 
« lively Word,” —- 

Minifter. ** The Lord be with you,” 

Anfiver ** And with thy Spirit,” | 

«© -— — Endue thy miniſters with rightecuſ. 
6. news; 

« Almighty and everlaſting God, who alone 
*« work*t great marvels ; ſend down upon our 
« hiſhops and curates, and all congregations 
« committed to their charge, the healthful 
« ſpirit of thy grace, and that they may truly 
<< pleaſe thee; pour upon them the centinual 
© dew of thy bleſling: Grant this, O Lord, for 
© the henour cf our advocate and mediator 
« Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. | 

« That it may pleaſe thee to illuminate all 
« hiſhops, prieſts, and deacons, with true know- 
<« ledge and underſtanding of thy Word ; and 
© that both by their preaching and living they 
& may ct it forth, and ſhew it accordingly. 

« () Lord Jeſu Chriſt, who at thy firſt com- 


&© ing. didſt ſcnd thy meſlenger to prepare thy 
«ce Way 
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« way before thee, grant that the miniſters and 
« ſtewards of thy myſteries may likewiſe fo 
© prepare and make ready thy way, by turning 
< the hearts of ihe diſobedient to the wiſdom of 
& the juſt; that at thy ſecond coming to judge 
© the 'wo:ld, we may be found an zcceptable 
& people in thy ſight, who livet and reigneſt 
& with the Father and the holy Spiitt, ever one 
© God, world without end. Amen. 

« O Almighty God, who by thy Son Teſus 
6&© Chiiſt, Gidſt give to thy apoſtle, St. Peter, 
*© many excellent gifts, and commandeſt him 
© carneſtly to feed thy flock ; make, ve de- 
6 ſecch thee, all biſhops and paſtors diligently 
« to preach thy Holy Word, and the people. 
« obediently to follow the fame; that they 
© may receive the crown Ot everlaſting glory, 
« through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, Amen, _ 

© © Almighty and everlaſting Ged, who 
« didſt give to thine apoſtle Barthilomerv, grace 
« truly to believe and 1o preach thy Ward; 
« grant, we beſeech thee, unto thy church, to 
« love that Word which he believed ; and both 
* to preach and: 1eceive the ſame, through 
6& Jeſus Chriſt our Lurd, Amen.” 


The Duty, and Manner of reativing the Wierd ; 
particulariy, with Meekneſs and [Aumility, 


I Pet. ii. 1, 2. Wherefore laying alide a!l 
malice, and all guile, and hypocrifies, 2nq -en- 
vies, and all cvil-ſpeakings, as new-born bades, 
deſire the fincere milk of the Word, . that ye 
may griow thereby. U/azah 1xvi. 2. "To this 
man will 1 look, even to him that is poor and 
of a conttite ſpiiit, and trembleth at my word. 
2, Chron, xxXxiv. 26, 27. And as for the King. 

Þh 
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of Judah, who fent you to enquire of the 
Lord, ſo ſhall ye fay unto him, Thus faith the 
Lord God of I[fraex!, concerning the ' words 
which thou haſt heard, becauſe thine heart was 
terider, and thou didſt humble thy ſelf before 
_ God, when thou heardeſt his w ords againſt this 
| place, and againſt the inhabitants thereof, and 
humbleſt tzyſelf before me, and didft rent thy 
cloaths, and weep before me: I have even heard 
thee alſo, ſaith the Lord. Fames i. 19, 2G, 21. 
W herefore, my beloved brethren. let every man 
be ſwift to hear, ſlow to ſpeak, flow to wrath, 
for the wrath of man worketh not the righte- 
ouſneſs of God ; wherefore lay apart all filthi- 
neſs, and ſuperfluity of naughtinels, and receive 
with meekneſs the ingrafted Word, which is 
able to ſave your ſouls. P// xxv. 9g. The meek will 
he guide in Judgment ; ahd the meek will he 
teach ' his way. Matt. xi.25. At that time 
Jeſus anſwered 2nd ſaid, I thank thee, O Fa- 
ther, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thou 


dent, and haſt revealed them unto babes. 1 Pez. 
v. 5. Be clothed with humility ; for God refiſt- 
eth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 


« If you be afraid to fall into error, by 
&« reading of holy Scripture, I ſhall ſhew you 
« how you may read it without danger of error. 
« Read it humbly, with a meek and lowly 
&« heart, to the intent you may glorify God 
6: and not yourſelf with the knowledge of it : 


© that he would direct your reading to good 


« effeEt ; and take upon you to _——_ it LN 
| _« fart I, 


haſt hid theſe things from the wiſe and pru- | 


© Andread it not without daily praying to God, 


— - _ - 


(27 )- 


« farther, than you plainly underſtand it, . Fory 

& St. Auguſtine faith, the knowledge of holy 

«« Scripture is a great, large, and a high place; 

&« but the door is very low, ſo that the high and 

« arrogant man cannot run in; but he muſt 

* ſtoop low, and humble himſclf, that ſhall 
« enter into it. Preſumption and arrogancy 
© are the mother of all error; and humility 
*© needeth to fear nv crror: For humility will 
© only ſeatch to know the truth ; it will ſearch, 
* and will bring together one plice with an- 
1 -*©* other; and where it cannot find out the 
*« meaning, It will pray, 1t will a:k others that 
* know, and will not prefſumptuoully and _ 
6 raſhly. define any thing which it knoweth 
1 © not. 'Thereforethe humble man may fearch 
 * any truth boldly in the Scripture, without 
« any danger of error. — If ye will be profitable 
<« hearers and readers of the holy Scriptures, ye 
1 ** muſt firſt deny yourſelves, and keep under 
1 ** your carnal ſenſes, taken by the outward 
& words, and ſearch the inward meaning: 
© Reaſon muſt give place to God's holy Spirit ; 
« you muſt ſubmit your worldly wiſdom and 
« judgment unto his divine wiſdom and judg.- 
* ment. T he more obſcure and dark the ſayings 
« betoour underſtanding, the farther let us think 

& ourſelves to be from God and his holy Spirit, 
&© who was the author of them. Let us 
«© with more reverence endeavour ourſelves to 
| & ſeaich out, the wiſdom hidden in the out- 
« ward bark of the Scripture. If we cannot 
* underſtand the ſenſe and the reaſon of the 
» ſay1 10g, yet let us not be ſcorners, jeſters, and 
«*« deriders; 


( 22 ) 


&« deriders ; for that is the uttermoſt token, and 
*« ſhew of a rebrobate, of a plain enemy to 
* God and his wifdom. They be not idle 
<* fables to jeſt at which God doth ſeriouſly pro- 
* nounce ; and for ſerious matters let us eſteem 
* them.—Let us not therefore be offended, but 
&« ſearch out the reaſon of ſuch words before we 
&* be oftended; that we may the more reve- 
* rently judge of ſuch ſayings, though ſtrange 
* to our carnal underſtandings, yet to them 
© that be ſpiritually minded, judged to be zea- 
<* louſly and godly pronounced. God there- 
«© fore, for his mercy's ſake, vouchſafe to purify 
* our minds, through faith in his Son Jeſus 
* Chriſt ; and to inſtill the heavenly drops of 
« his grace into our hard, ſtony hearts to ſupply 
«© the ſame; that we be not contemners and de- 
& riders of his infallible word z but that with all 
© humbleneſs of mind and Chriſtian reverence, 
« we may endeavour ourſelves to heat and read 
«* his ſacred Scriptures, and inwardly ſo to digeſt 
© them, as ſhall be to the comfort of our ſouls, 
« ſanCtification of his holy Name: 'To whom, 
« with the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, three 
«« perſons and one living God, be all laud, ho- 
 «« nour, and praiſe for ever and ever. Amen. 


That Meekneſs and Humility of Mind whiuh 
theſe Scriptures. and Quotations from the Hy- 
milie; on the Scriptures teach, the Members of 
the Church of England prey for, in the fol. ow- 
__ ahg Manner: 


« That it may pleaſe thee to give to all thy 
6+ people increaſe of grace, to hear meekly thy 
| word, 


( 43) 


«word, and to receive it with pure affeftion, 
«© and to bring forthithe fruits of the Spirit. 

«« To all thy people give thy heavenly grace; 
<«« and eſpecially to this congregation here pre- 
« ſent; that with meek heart and due reverence 
& they may hear and receive thy holy Word. 


The Danger of not receiving the Word in a be- 
coming Manner, | | 


Fer. vi. 10, 11. To whom ſhall I weak and 
give warning, that they may hear? Behold, 
their ear is uncircumcifed, and they cannot 
hearken ; behold, the Word of the Lord is 
unto them a reproach ; they have no delight in 
it : Therefore I am full of the fury of the Lord; 
I am weary with holding in; 1 will pour it 
out upon the children abroad, and upon the 
aſſembly of young men together. 17, 18, 19, 
Alſo I fet watchmen over you, ſaying, hearken 
to. the ſound of the trumpet. But they ſaid, 
we will not hearken, "Therefore hear ye na- 
tions, and know, O congregation, what is 
among them. Hear, O earth : Behold, I will 
bring evil upon this people, even the fruit of 
their thoughts ; becauſe they have not heark- 
ened unto my words, nor to my hw, but.1e- 
jected it. Lech, vii. 11, 12,13, 14. But they 


refuſed to hearken, and pulled away the 


ſhoulder, and ſtopped their ears, that they 
ſhould not hear. Yea, they made their hearts 
as an adamant ſtone, leſt they ſhould hear the 
law, and the words which the Lord of Hoſts 


hath ſent in his Spirit by the former prophets ; © 


therefore came a great wrath from the Lord of 
Hoſts, T herefore it-is come to paſs, that, as 
| he 
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he cried, and they would not hear; ſo they 
cried, and I would not bear, faith the Lord of 
Hoſts, But I fcaitered them with a whirlwind 
among, all the nations whom they knew not : 
Thus the land was deſolate after them, that no 
man pafled through nor returned for they laid 
the pleaſant land deſolate. J/aiah xxx. 9, 10, 

'I1, 12, 13. This is a rebellious people, lying 
children, children that will not hear the Law 
of the Lord ; which ſay to the ſeers, ſee not ; 
and to the prophets, prophecy not unto us 
1:ght things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, pto- 
phecy deceits; get ye out of the way, turn 
afide out of the path, cauſe the Holy One of 
Ijrael to ceafe from before us. Wherefore 
thus faith the Holy One of [/rae!, Becauſe ye 
deſpiſe this Word, and truſt in oppreſſion and 
perverſeneſs, and ſtay thereon ; therefore this 
iniquity ſhall be to you as a breach ready to 
fall, ſwelling out in a high wall, whoſe break- 
' Ing cometh ſuddenly at an inſtant. 2 Chron. 
|  XXXxV1. 15, 16. And the Lord God of their fathers 
'' Afent to them by his meſſengers, riſing up be- 
times, and ſending ; becauſe he had compaſſon 
on his people, and on his dwelling-place: But 
they mocked the meſtengers of God, and de- 
ſpiſed his Words, and miſuſed his prophets, 
_until the wrath of the Lord aroſe againſt his 
people, till there was no remedy. , P/al. Ixxxi. 
II, 12. But my people would not bearken to 
my voice, and //rae! would none of me; ſo I 
gave them up to their own hearts luſt, and they 
walked in their own counſels. Prov. i. 20—3I. 
| Wiſdom crieth without, ſhe uttereth her voice _. 
' in the ſtreets; ſhe crieth in the chief place of 
| | concourſe, 


( 25 ) 
concourſe, in the openings of the gates; in the 
city ſhe uttereth her words, ſaying, How long, 
ye ſimple ones, will- ye love fimplicitly ? And 
the ſcorners delight in ſcorning, and fools hate 
knowledge? Tuin you at my' reproof : Be- 
hold, I will pour out my Spirit unto you, IT 
will make known my Word unto you. Be- 
cauſel havecalled, and ye refuſed, Ihave ftretch- 
ed out my hand, and no man regarded ; but ye 
| have ſet at nought all my countel and would 
none of my repoof : I alſo will laugh at your 
calamity, I will mock when your tear cometh; 
when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your 
deſtruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when di- 
ftreſs and anguiſh cometh upon you. Then 
ſhall they call upon me, but I will not anſwer; 
they ſhall ſeek me early, but they ſhall not 
find me; for that they hated knowledge, and 
did not chooſe the fear of the Lord. They 
would none of my counſel : They difpiſed all 
my reproof ; therefore ſhall they eat of the 
fruit of their own way, and be filled with their 
own devices. Prov. xxix. t. He that being 
often reproved, hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſud- 
den|y be deſtroyed, and that without remedy. 
Prov. xxvili. 9. He that turneth away his ear 
from hearing the Law, even his prayer ſhall be 
abomination. Prov. xv. 32. He that refuſeth 
Inſtruction, deſpiſeth his own ſoul. EZ#zeF, 
 XXXili JO, 31, 32, 33. Alſo, Thou Son of 
Man, the children of thy people, till are talk- 
ing againſt thee by the walls and in the doors 
of the houſes, and ſpeak one to another, every 
one to his brother ; ſaying, Come, I pray you, 
and hear what is the Word that cometh forth 
| from 


( 26) 
from the Lord, And they come unto thee as 
the people cometh, and they fit before thee 
as my people, and they hear thy words, but 
they will not do them; for with their mouth 
they ſhew much love, but their heart goeth 
atter their covetouſneſs. And lo, Thou art 
unto them as a very lovely ſong of one that 
hath a pleaſant voice, and can play well on 
an inſtrument ; for they hear thy words, but 
they do them not. And when this cometh to 


| paſs, (lo, it will come) then ſhall they know 


that a prophet hath been among them. 7s iti. 
23: And it ſhall come to paſs, that every foul 
which will not hear that prophet, ſhall be CQe- 
ſtroyed trom among that people. Luke x 16, 
He that deſpiſeth you, deſpileth me z and he 
that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth him that ſent me, 


1 Thef}. iv. 8. He therefore that dcfpileth, de- 


ſpiſeth not man, but God. As v. 38, 39. 
If this work be of men, it will come to nought : 
But if it be of God, you cannot ove:throw it; 
leſt haply you be found even to fight againſt 
God. Mar. X. 14. 15, Whoſoever ſhall not 
receive you, nor hear your words, when ye 
depart out of that houte, or city, ſhake the duſt 
off your feet. Verily I 1ay unto you, It ſhall 
be more tclerable for the land of Sogem and Go- 
morrah, in the cay of Judgment, than tor that 
City. 1 Pet. iv, 17. What ſhall be the end of 
them that obey not the Goſpel of God ? Rom. 
x. 16, For they have not all obeyed the Goſpe]: 


For Eſaias faith, Loid, who hath believed 
our report? 21. All day long I have ſtretched 


forth my hands unto a diſobedient and gain-fay- 


_ Ing people. 2, Theſſ. i. 7, 8, 9. When the 


Lord 


( 27 ) 
Jeſus ſhall be revealed from heaven with his' 
mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance 
on them that know not God, and obey not the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt : Who ſhall be 
puniſhed with everlaſting, deſtruction from the 
preſence of the Lord, and fiom the glory of his 
power. at. xiii. 13, 14, 15. They ſeeing, fee 
not; and hearing they hear not, neither do 
they underſtand. Aa1l in them is fulfilled 
_ the prophecy of E/aias, which faith, By hear- 
ing ye ſhall hear, and ſh11l not underſtand ; and. 
' ſeeing, ye ſhail ſ e. and ſhall not p:rc ive. For 
this pzoplc s heart 1s waxed groſs, and iheir ears 
are dull of kearing, and then eveshavethey: loſed;. 
leſt at any time they ſhould ſee with their eyes, 
and hear with their ears, and ſhould underſtand 
with their hearts, and ſhould be converted, and [ 
ſhould heal them 2 Treſſ. ii. 10, 11, 12. Be- 
caule they received not the love of thetruth, that 
they might be ſav-d. And for this cauſe God 
ſhall fend them ttrong deluſions that they ſhould 
beneve a Lie: Thar they all might be damned 
who believed not the Truth, but had pleaſure 
in unrigh.eouſneſs. 2 Tim. iv. 3, 4. For the 
time will come when they will not endure 


{ ſound doctrine ; but after their own. luſts ſhall 


they heap to themſelves teachers, having itch- 
ing ears: And they ſhall turn away their ears 
from ihe T ruth. and ſhall be turned unto fables, 
Luke viii. 11, 12, 13 14. | he feed is the 
Word of God. Thoſe by the way-lide are 
they that hear; then cometh the devil, and 
taketh away ihe Word out of their hearts, leſt 
they thould believe and be ſaved. They on the 
rock ate they, which when they hear, _ 

| tne 
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the Word with jovz and theſe have [no root, 
which for a while believe. and in time of temp- 

tation-ſall away, And that. which- fell among 
thorns are they, which, when they have heard, 
go forth, and are choked with cares, and riches, 

and pleaſures of this life, and bring no fruit to 
perfection. 18. Take. heed therefore how ye. 
hear: For whoicever hath. to-him ſhall hegiven;. 
and whoſoever bath, not, from; lym ſhall be 
taken even that which he ſeemeth to have. 

Heb, xii 25. See that ye refuſe not him. that 
ſpeaketh : For if they eſcaped not who refuſed 
him, that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not 
we eſcape, if we turn away from. him that 
ſpeaketh from heaven JZZeb.ii. 1, 2, 3. Fhete- 
fore we 'ought to/pive the. more earneit heed. 
to .the things. which we. have heard, leſt ' at 
any time we-ſhould let them ſlip. For. if the 
Word ſpuken by angels was Tedfaſt, and every 
tranlgi<fſion and di{.bedience received a juſt re- 
compence of reward; how ſhall we eicape, if 
we neglect ſo. grea! ſ-lvation, which a: firſt, 
began to be ſpoken by.the Lord, and was con- 
firmed un'o us by them that heard him. 


The fatal Effetts of not receiving the IVord as 
becomes an bumble and ſincere Diſciple of Chri/t, 
_ which grein thi; alarming Manner jet forth by 
thije firiking Paſſages of God s Word, are thus 
nerviuſly 61fpluyed by our Church in her Homily, 
_ entitled, An Infcrmation for them which 
. take Offence at certain Places of the Fl 
. Scripture. . 


« The wicked people that were in | the days 
«of Neah, made but a mock of the Word 
66 of 


( 29 ) 
&*of God, when Noah told them, that God 
& would take vengeance upon them for their. 
& fins, 'The flood therefore came ſuddenly 
« upon them and drowned them with the 
& whole world. Lot preached to the Soomites, 
* that, except they repented, both they and 
« their city ſhould be deſtroyed. They thought 
&« his ſayings impoſſible to be true ; they ſcorned 
© and mocked his admonition, and reputed him 
&« as an old doting foo). But when God, by 
« his holy angels, had taken Let, his wife, and 
« two daughters from among them, he rained 
© down fire and brimſtone from heaven and 
« burnt up thoſe ſcorners +nd mockers of his 
& holy Word. And what eſtimation had Chrift's 
&« doctrine among the Scribes and Phariſces ? 
© What reward had he amcng them ? The 
& Goſpel reporteth thus : The Phariſees, which 
© weie covetous, did ſcorn him in his doc- 
& trine. O then, ye ſee that worldly rich men 
& ſcorn the doctrine of their ſalvation. The. 
& worldly wiſe men ſcorn the doctrine of 
« Chriſt as fooliſhneſs to their underſtanding. 
«© Thete ſcorners have ever been, anc ever ſhail 
© be to the world's end. For St, Peter pro 
& pheſied that ſuch ſcorners ſhall be in the 
« woild before the latter day. (2 Pet. iii ) i ake 
* heed therefore my brethren, take need, be 
« ye not ſcorners of God's moſt holy Ward ; 
« provoke him not to pour out his wrath now 
*© upon you, as he did then upon thoie gybers 
&« and mockers, fze not wiliul murderers of 
 « yuur own ſouls Turn untu God while 
% there is yet time of mercy, ye ſhall elſe re. 
0 pou it in _ GR come, when it ſhall 
; « þ 
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< be too late ; for there ſhall be judgment with- 
* out mercy.—— Chriſt kimſelf, the propkets 
« before him, the apoſtles after him, all the 
« true miniſters of Czoa's holy Word, yea 
© every Word in God's Book, is unto the re- 
<« probate the ſavour of death unto death.” 


The natural Blindneſs of our Underſtandings ; and 
the Neceſſity and U/e of praying to God for the 
Divine Teaching of his Holy Spirit to enlighten 
our Minds in the Unaer/tanding of, and profit- 
ins by the Word, ; 
x Cor. il. 9.—14. As it is written, eye hath 
not ſeen, nor car heard, neither have entered 


into the heart of man the things which God 


hath prepared for them that love him. But 
God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit ; 
for the Spirit ſearcheth all things, yea, the 


deep things of God. For what man knoweth 


the things of a man, ſave the ſpirit of man 


which is in him? Even ſo the things of God 


knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God. Now 
we have received not the ſpirit of the world, 
but the ſpirit which is of God ;| that we might 
know the things that are freely given to us of 
God ; which things alſo we ſpeak, not in the 
words which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which 
the Holy Ghoſt teacheth ; comparing ſpiritual 


things with ſpiritual. But the natural man re- 


ceiveth not ihe things of the Spirit of God: 


for they are fooliſhneſs unto him; neither can 


he know them, becaule they are ſpiritually dif. 
cerned. 1 Cor. xii. 3, No man can fay that 
Jeſus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt. 1 
Cer. xii. 7, 8, The manifeſtation of the Spirit 

is 


@ i, | 
is given to every man to profit withal. For to 
one is given by the Spirit the word of wiſdom ; 
to another, the word of knowledge by the ſame 
Spirit. Fohn vi. 45. It is written in the pro» 
phets, and they ſhall be all taught of God. 
Tfaiah xxix. 18. In that day ſhall the deaf hear 
the words of the book, and the eyes of the 
blind ſhall fee out of obſcurity, and out of dark» 
neſs, Rev. iii. 17, 18. Becauſe thou ſayeſt I 
am rich, and increaſed with goods, and have 
need of nothing ; and knowelt not that thou 
—art blind —Anoint thine eyes with eye-falve 
that thou mayeſt ſee. Ne5. ix, 20, Thou gaveſt 
alſo thy good Spirit to inſtruft them. Tohn 
xiv. 26. But the comforter, which is the Holy 
Ghoſt, whom the Father will ſend in my name, 
he ſhall teach you. a!l things, and bring all 
things to your remembrance, whatſoever I have 
ſfaid unto you. Fohn xvi. 13. When he, the 
Spirit of Truth is come, he will guide you into 
all Truth ;—he will thew you things to come. 
'Fobn iti. 9, 10, 11, 12. Nicodemus anſwered and 
ſaid unto him, How can theſe things be ? Jeſus 
anſwered, and faid unto him, Art thuu a maſter 
of 1/rael, and knoweſt not theſe things? Verily, 
verily, I ſay unto thee, we ſpeak that wedo know, 
and teſtify that we have ſeen; and ye receive nut 
our witneſs. If I have told you ecarihly things, 
and you believe not, how ſhall ye believe if I 


} tell you of heavenly things? Ags viii. 30, 3L., 


And Ph:lip, ran thitker to him, and heard him 
read the prophet Z/azas, and ſaid, underſtandeſt 
thou what thou readeſt? And he ſaid, how 
can I, except ſome man ſhould guide me ? 
And he defired Phl;p that he would come up 
and fit, with him, As xvi. 14, Whole he; 


(1:2 ) 


the Lord opened, that ſhe attended unto the 
things which were ſpoken of Paul. Luke xxiv. 
25, 26, 27. Then he ſaid unto them, O fools, 
and {ſlow of heart to believe all that the pro- 
phets-have ſpoken ! Qught not Ckriſt to have 


| ſuffered theſe things, and to enter into his 


glory ? And beginning at does and all the pro- 


_ phets, he expounded unto them in all the ſcrip- 


tures the things concerning himſelf. 32. And 
they ſaid one to another, Did not our hearts 
burn within us, while he talked with us by the 
way, and while he opened to us the Scriptures ? 
44, 45. And he ſaid unto them, Theſe are 
are the words which I ſpake unto you, while 
I was yet with you, that all things muſt he 
tulfilied which were written in the law of 
Ado/es, and in the prophets, and in the pſalms 
concerning me. "I hen opened he their under- 
ftanding that they might underſtand the Scrip- 
Lures, "MN 
| P-aAaAY.rR 

Fames i. 5. If any of you lack wiſdom, 
let him aſk of God, that giveih to all men 
liberally and unbraideth not, and it ſhall be 
given him. Prov. ii 3, 4. 5, 6. If thou cneſt 
after knowledge, and liſteſt up thy voice for 
underſtanding ; if thou ſearcheſt her as filver, 
and ſearcheft for her, as for hid treaſures; then 


| ſhalt thou underftand the fear of the Lord, and 


find the knowledge of God. For the Lord 
givech wiſdom: out of bis mouth cometh 
knowledge and underſtanding. Prov. vill. 33, 
4. Hear inſtruction, and be wiſe, and refule 
it not, Blefled is the man that heareth me, 
watching daily all my gates, waiting at the 
| poits 
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poſts of my doors. Luke xi. 13. If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your Children; how much more ſhall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that aſk him? P/alm cxix. 12. Blefſed are thou, 
O Lord; teach me thy ſtatutes. 18, Open 
thou mine eyes that I may behold wonderous 
things out of thy-law. 27. Make me to un- 
derſtard the way of thy precepts ; ſo ſhall I 
talk of their wonderous works. 34. Give me 
underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy law ; yea, 
I fall obſerve it, with my whole heart. P/alm 
XCIV. 12, Bleſſed is the man whom thou—O 
Lord, teacheſt—out of thy law. Fob xxxiv. 
32. That which I ſee not, teach thou me 
Col. i. 9. For this cauſe we alſo, fince the day 
we heard it, do not ceaſe to pray for you, and 
to deſire that ye might be filled with the know- 
ledge of his will, in all wiſdom, znd ſpiritual 
unde1ſtancing. Ephe/. i. 15, 16, 17, 18. Where- 
ſore I alfo, aſter I heard of your faith in the 
Lord Jeſus, and love unto all ſaints, ceaſe not 
'to give thanks for you, making mention of 
you in my prayers ; That the God of our Lord 
Jeſus Chiiſt, the Father of glory, may give 
unto you the ſpirit of wiſdom and revelation: in 
the knowledge of him : The eyes of your un- 
derſtanding being enlightened; that ye may 
| know what is the hope of his Calling, and what 


the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the 
ſaints, &C, 


The 
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_ TheChurchof England (whith direfs her highe/# 


Officers, the Biſhops, at their Ordination, in 
' exerciſing themſelves in the holy Scriptures, t0 
call upon GoD by Prayer, for the true Un- 
 derſtanding' of the ſame) thus exhorteth all her 
Members to pray to GoD for the divine Teach- 
ing of his holy Spirit, for their under/tanding 
of his holy Ward, | 


© The Holy Ghoſt is the Schoolmaſter of 


 < Truth, which leadeth his ſcholars, as our 
«© Saviour ſaith of him, into all Truth. And 
« whoſo is not led and taught by this ſchool- 


&« maſter, cannot but fall into deep error ;, how 
« Godly ſocyer his pretence is, what know - 
<« ledge and learning ſoever he hath of all other 
& works and writings; or how fair foeyer a 


« ſhew or face of truth he hath in the efti- 


© mation, and judgment of the world. 
« Whotoever giveth his mind to holy Scriptures 
& with diligent ſtudy and burning deſire, it 
« cannot be, ſaith St. Chry/o/Zom, that he ſhould 
« be left without help; for either God Al-_ 


« mghty will ſend him ſome godly Doctor to 


< teach him, as he did to inſtrutt the' Eunuch, 
« a nobleman of £7h19p1a, and treaſurer unto 


« Queen Candace; who having affeRion to read 


<« the Scripture, altHough he underſtood it not, 
«© yet for the defire he had unto God's Word, 
« God ſent his apoſtle Phz/ip, to declare unto 
<« him the true ſenſe of the Scripture that he 
& read : Or elle if we lack a learned -man to 
& inſtruct and teach us, yet God himſelf from 
« above will give light unto our minds, and 
6 teach us thoſe things which are neceſlary for 
we | 6« us, 
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& us, and wherein we be ignorant. And in 
- another place Chry/o/tom faith, that man's hu- 
& man and worldly wiſdom, or ſcience, is not 
<< needful to the underftanding -of Scripture, 
© but the revelation of the Holy Ghoſt, who 
& inſpireth the true meaning unto them that 


& with humility and diligence do ſearch there- 


 & fore, He that aſketh ſhall have, and he that 
& ſeeketh ſhall find, and he that knocketh ſhall 
&« have the door opened. If we read once, 
& twice, or thrice, and underſtand not, let us not 
« ceaſe {o, but ſtill continue reading, , Praying, 
« aſking of other z and ſo by ſtill knocking 


« ]aſt the door ſhall be opened, as St. tug hing "2 


& faith.” [Homilies on the Holy Scriptures, ] 
 &« Who will not marvel to read the learned and 
« heavenly ſermons of 'Peter and'the diſciples, 


« conſidering that they were never brought up. 


& in ſchoc 1 of learning ; but called even from 
« their nets to ſupply the rooms of apoſtles, 
. « This was likewiſe the mighty -work of the 
«« Holy Ghoſt ; who, becauſe he doth inſtruct 
the Au of the fimple in the true know- 
-« ledge of God and his Word, is moſt juſtly 
« termed by this name and title to be the Spirit 


«& of Truth. Euſebius, in his Ecclefiaſtical His. 


« ſtory, telleth a itrange ſtory of -a. certain 
_ ©& learned and ſubtle philoſopher, who'being an 

«© extream adverſary to Chriſt and his doctrine, 
& could by no kind of learning be converted to 
& the Faith ; but was able to withſtand all the 


« arguments that-could, be-braught againſt him, 


« with little or-no labour. At length there 


< ſtarted up a poor ſimple man of ſmall wit and. 


6. Jeſs knowledge, one that-was reputed > 
_ .the 


- 
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&« the learned as an ideot; and he on God's - 
* name would needs take in hand to diſpute 
© with this proud philoſopher. "The biſhops 
« and other Jearned men ſtanding by, were 
*« maryellouſly abaſhed at the matter, thinking 
<« that by his doings they ſhould be all confound- 
*« ed and put to open ſhame. He notwithſtand- 
« ing goeth on, and beginning in the name of 
© the Lord Jeſus, brought the philoſopher to 
« ſuch point in the end, contrary to all men's 
« expectation, that he could not chuſe but ac- 
« knowledge the power of God in his words, 
« and to give place to the truth, Was not this 
&« a miraculous work, that one filly ſoul of no 
« learning, ſhould do that which many biſhops 
« of great knowledge and underſtanding weie 
& never able to bring to paſs? So true is the 
* ſaying of Bede, where the Holy Ghoſt doth 
« inftruct and teach, there is no delay. at all 


©« in learning. [ Homily for Fhit/unday.] Lighten 
< our darkneſs, we beſeech thee, O Lord. 


_«« Blefſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all holy 


_ &« Scriptures to be written for our learning; 


« yrant that we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, 
« read, mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them. ; 


« that by patience and comfort of thy holy 


« word, we may embrace and ever hold faſt 
« the bleſſed hope of everlaſting liſe which 


'<« thou haſt given us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
« Amen,” 


' The Neceſſity of Diligence, Frequency, and Plea- 


ſure in hearing and reading the Word. 


Dent. xi. 18, 19, 20, 21. Therefore ſhall. ye 
lay up theſe my words in your heart, and 


-% 
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in your ſoul, and hind them for a fign upon 
your hand, that they may be as frontlets be- 
tween youreyes. And ye ſhall tezch them your 
children, ſp2aking of them, when thou fitteſt 
in thine houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the _ 
way, when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
riſeſt up. And thou ſhalt write them upon the 
door-poſts of thine houſe, and upon thy gates z 
that your days may be multiplied, and the days 
of your children, in the land which the Lord 
ſware unto your fathers to give them, as the 
days of heaven upon the earth, Fo/bua i. 8, 
This book of the law ſhall not depart out of 
thy mouth ; but thou ſhall meditate therein 
day and night, that thou mayeſt obſerve to do 
according to all that is written therein : for 
then thou ſhalt make thy way proſperous, and 
then thou ſhalt have good ſucceſs, P/alm i. 2, 
Bis delight is in the law of the Lord, and inchis 
law doth he meditate day and night. Prov. vii, 
1, 2, 3. My ſon, keep my Words, and lay up 
my Commandments with thee. Keep my 
Commandments, and live; and my law as the 
apple of thine eye. Bind them upon thy fingers, 
write them upon the table of thine heart. Fob 
XXii. 21, 22. Acquaint now thyſelf with him, 
and be at peace; thereby good ſhall come unto 
_ thee, Receive, I pray thee, the law from his 
mouth, and lay up his words in thine heart. 
Col. iii. 16. Let the Word of Chriſt dwell in 
you richly in all wiſdom. 2. Pet. iii. 1, 2, 1 
ſtir up your pure minds by way of remem- 
brance ; that ye may be mindful of the words 
which were ſpoken before by the holy prophets, 
and of the commandment of us the Apoſtles of 

*. 
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_ the Eord and Saviour. Heb. ii. 7, Therefore 
we ought to give the more earneſt heed to the 
things which we have heard, left at any time 
we ſhould let them ſlip. 1 Tim. iv. 15. Me- 
ditate upon theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to 
them. Tames i. 19. Letevery man be ſwift to 
hear. Kev, i. 3. Bleſſed is he that readeth, and 
they that hear the words of this prophecy, and 
| keep thoſe things which are written ;z for the 

time is at hand. | 

P/jalm cxxxix, 179. How precious allo are 
thy thoughts unto me, O God ! How great is 
the ſum of them! Pſalm xix. 10. More to be 
defired are they than gold, yea, than much 
fine gold ; ſweeter alſo than honey, and the 
honey-comb. Pſalm cxix. 15. I will medi- 
tate in thy precepts; and have reſpect unto 
thy ways. 16. ] will delight myſelf in thy 
ſtatutes ; I will not forget thy word. 20. My 
ſoul breaketh for the lorging that it hath unto 
thy judgments at all times. 24. Thy teſtimo- 
nies alſo are my delight, and my counſellors. 
54. Thy ſtatutes have been my ſongs in the 
houſe of my pilgrimage. 97. O, how love I thy 
law ! It is my meditation all the day. 103. 
How ſweet are thy words unto my taſte! yea, 
ſweeter than honey to my mouth. 131. 1 
opened my mouth and panted ; for I longed 
for thy commandments. 148. Mine eyes pre- 
vent the night-watiches, that I might meditate 
on thy word, 162. I rejoice at thy word, as 
one that findeth great ſpoils. 174. I have longed 
for thy ſalvation, O Lord; and thy law 1s 
my delight, | 


« Theſe 
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&« Theſe books (/aith our Church inher Homilieson 


* the Scriptures) ought to be much in our hands, 
© in our eyes, in our ears, in our mouths, but. 
* moſt of all in our hearts. —This word, who- 
<< ſoever is diligent to read, and in his heart to 
© print that he readeth, the great affection t9 
6 the tranſitory things of this world ſhall be 
© miniſhed in him, and the great deſire of 
<«« heavenly things that be therein promiſed of 
© God ſhall increaſe in him. And there is no- 
*© thing that ſo much ſtrengtheneth our faith 
© and truſt in God, that ſo much keepeth up 
* innocency and pureneſs of the heart, and 
© alſo of outward godly life and converſation, 
«* as continual reading and recording of God's. 
«© Word. For that thing, which, by conti- 
* nual uſe of reading of holy Scripture, and di- 
5 ligent ſearching of the ſame, is deeply printed 
* and graven in the heart, at length turneth al- 
« moſtinto nature. Let us therefore apply our. 
© ſelves, as far forth as we can have time and 
« leiſure, to know God's Word, by diligent. 
& hearing and reading thereof, as many as pro-, 
& fefis God and have faith and truit in him — 
« God's holy word is one of God's chief and 
<« principal benefi's given and declared to man= 
« kind here on earth. Let us thank God hear= 
« tily for this great and ſpecial gift, beneficial 
« favour, and fatherly proviaence. Let us be 
&« plad to receive this precious gift of our hea- 
<« venly Father. Let us read, hear, and know | 
& theſe holy rules, injunctions and ſtatutes of 
& our Chriſtian religion and upon that we have - 
& made profeſhon to God at our baptiſm. Let 
© us with fear and reverence, lay up in the 
« cheſt 
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* cheſt of our hearts, theſe neceſſary and fruit- 
_ ** ful leffons. Let us night and day muſe, and 
** have meditation and contemplation in them, 
« Let us ruminate, and, as it were, chew the 
* cud, that we may have the ſweet juice, ſpi- 
© ritual effet, marrow, honey. kernel, taſte, 
* comfort and conſulation of them. Let us 
&« ſtay, quiet, and certify our conſciences with 
« the moſt infallible certainty, truth, and per- 
« petual affurance of them. Let us pray to 
« God (the only Author of theſe heavenly ſtu- 
* dies) that we may ſpeak, think, believe, live 
© :nd depart hence, according to the whole- 
 * ſome doctrine, and vetrities of them. And 
« ty that means, in this woila we ſhall have 
« God's defence, favour, and grace, 'with the 
& unſpeakable ſolace of peace and quietneſs of 
&« conſcience; and after this miſerable life we 
« ſhall.enjoy the endleſs bliſs and glory of 
« heaven ; Which he grants us all, that ated for 
«ys all, Jeſus Chriſt: To whom, with the 
« Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be <1] honour 
 « and glory, both now and everlaſtingly. Amen, 
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A Prayer to be uſed before the Reading, of God's 
IL-ord, ; 


A Emighty and moſt merciful God, the foun- 
tain of all wiſdom, and the Author of 
everlaſting Life ; I deſire from my heart to 
bleſs, and praiſe, and adore thy holy Name, 
that thou haſt been graciouſly pleaſed to reveal 
to us the way of ſalvation, in thy holy Scrip- 
tures, With unfeigned ſorrow and + 

con- 
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I confeſs the ignorance, darkneſs, and blindneſs 
of my fallen nature. Yea, that I am.(by na- 
ture) not only ignorant ot the things of 'God, 
but unwilling alſo and averſe to be taught of 
thee. The writings of men, which often tend 
to alienate our affections from heavenly things, 
I have frequently read for pleaſure and know- 
ledge ; but oh! how little have I ſtudied thy 
bleſſed Word for inſtruction and edification !' 
How little has thy holy, good, and righteous 
law been my meditation and. my delight! God 
be merciful to me a_miſerable ſinner, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake. Forgive my neglect of reading; 


forgive my carelcfineſs in reading thy Word. 


And through his mediation,in whom thou art 
well-pleaſed, grant me the aſſiſtance of thy 
holy Spirit, that I may be inclined to hunger 
and thirſt more and more after thy heavenly 
wiſdom and righteouſneſs. Root out of me 
all that pride, and prejudice, and oppoſition to 
the Truth, which remain in my carnal mind ; 
and give me, O give me, merciful God, that 
humble ſpirit, which may make me willing to 
fit at the teet of Jeſus my Saviour to be taught 
of him in all things. Enable me to lay afide 
all haſtineſs of ſpirit, and every ſinful defire ; 
and may Ialways receive with meekneſs the en- 
grafted W ord, afluredly believing that it is able 
to ſave my foul. O gracious God, be thou 
pleaſed to open my underſtanding to compre- 
hend thy ſaving Truths; and above all, fix 
them deeply and powerfully upon my heart. 


Thou: haſt told us, that thy divine Word is 


quick and powerful, and mighty to pull down 
the ſtrong holds of fin and ſatan, and to bring 
Re every 
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every thought into ſubjeion to the obedience 
of Chriſt. O may it be thus quick and power- 
ful in my ſoul! May it be ſo cloſely applied to 
my conſ{ciente, by thy good Spirit, that I may 
hate whatever it forbids, and love whatever it 
commands. And may I have ſuch a fight of 
thy free grace and goodneſs in the redemption 
of ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt ; and of his readineſs 
tb receive and bleſs every penitent finner, that 
I may thankfully receive him, at all times, as 
my-only Saviour, and follow him as my Lord 
and Maſter z in ſtedfaft hope of that life and 
immortality, w hich he has brought to light by 


| the Goſpel. Theſe things I beg of thee, O 


God, my heavenly Father, encouraged ,by the 
abundant manifeſtations which thou haſt given 
us of thy mercy and love. Hear, O Lord, my 
imperfect petitions; and grant, according to 
thy: promiſe, that I may receive what I nave 
aſked, and find what I have fought, through 
Jefus Chriſt, our only advocate and redeemer, 
Lord Jeſus interceed for me, and offzr up my 
prayer at the throne of grace ; which I con- 
clude:in thy name and words: 

«+ Our Father,” &c. 


A Prayer to be uſed after the Reading of God's 


or d. = 


O Moft blefſed God, who in great mercy 
3 haſt given thy holy Word to be a light to 
our feet, and a lamp to our paths; How ſhall 
we ſufficiently love and adore thee for thine in- 
eftimable gift! I cannot praiſe thee, O my 
God, as Fought to do; but I defire to bleſs and 
praife thee as well as I am able: O! gt 

| . | enable 
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_enable me to praiſe thee more and more. I de» 


fire with a thankful heart to bleſs thy name for 
the opportunity thou haſt now given me of _. 
reading thy Word: For thy dear Sin's fake. 
ſtrengthen me with might by thy Spirit in the 
inner man, that I may lay up what I have 
read in: my heart, O write and engrave it 
upon my memory, that I may faithfully retain 
every part of it; and may. I fo carefully medi- 
tate upon and digeſt it, that it may be food and 
nouriſhment to my ſoul; that I may grow-in 
Fraces and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. Incline me, O Lord, 
ſeriouſly to examine my life and converſation 
by the rule of thy revealed will. May 1 be 
truly humbled hefore thee for whatſoever I 
have done amiſs : May I be brought to ſee and 
feel more clearly day by day my guilt, helpleſs- 
neſs, and miſery ; and be ſtirred up to apply to 
thee with more ſtedfaſt faith in Jeſus Chriſt my 
Saviour; for forgiveneſs, power, and eternal 
ſalvation ; and from a ſenſe of its unſpeakable 
benefit to my own ſoul, may I be inclined alſo 
to fpeak of thy truth, and of thy ſalvation, to 
thoſe among whom I have my converſation in 
the world. Let me not fear the face of man, 
or eyer be aſhamed of thee and of thy Words; 
nor Jet any temptation of worldly honour or 
profit perſuade me to keep back what may 
tend to the ſalvation of another's ſoul. Grant, 
O heavenly Father, that ſuch may be the blefled 
elfefts of my reading the holy Scriptures ; that 
following thy dear Son, who is the way,;\the 
truth, and the life, I may enjoy the comforts of 
T F2 -v- My 
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thy Spirit here, and thy inconceivable glories 
hereafter, through his merits and mediation. 
« Our Father,” &c. 


A Prayer to be uſed before the Hearing of God's 


ord. 


O Cod, our heavenly Father, who haſt been 
graciouſly pleaſed to appoint miniſters and 
ſtewards of thy Word, who may make known 
unto fallen man the way of thy great falvation ; 
T humbly beſeech thee to give them all, and eſ- 
_ Eſpecially thoſe under whoſe minittry thy pro- 
vidence haſt placed me, grace to preach boldly 
the I ruth as it is in Jeſus. May thy holy Spirit 
'be ever , with them to enlighten, direct, and 
animate them in the execution of their Im* 
Portant truſt. Impreſs deeply upon their ſouls, 
the thoughts of thoſe dreadful judgments which 
are denounced againſt the careleſs and wicked 
ſteward, and of thoſe glorious bleſſings, which 
ſhall be their portion who turn many to righje- 
ouſneſs. O Lord, be preſent with them, that 
they may take heed unto themſelves, and to 
their doCtrine; that ſo they may both fave 
| themſelves, and them that hear them. Con- 
vince them, that from thee alone, all their 
heip cometh ; and incline them to apply to 
thee continually in fervent prayer, that thy 
Rrenzth may be made perfect in their weakneſs. 
And fince thou haſt commanded that the prieſt's 
lips ſhould keep knowledge, and the people 
ſhould hear the law at their mouths ; ; give me, 
O my God, and all the hearers of thy holy 
Word, humble and teachable minds: Give us 
grace to bear with patience, and carefully © 
{earC 
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ſearch and examine ourſelves, when they are 


laying open the corruption and deceitfulneſs of 
the heart of man. And may we receive with 
all thankfulneſs and joy, the glad tidings of thy 
pardoning mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, and the gra- 
cious offers of thy holy Spirit, May we receive 
the Lord Jeſus as our Prophet to inſtruct, our 


Prieſt to make atonement and interceſſion for, 


and our King to rule over and ſave us; and + 
being rooted and grounded in him, may we 
live as becomes his diſciples, in all holineſs and 
godly converſation. | ; = 

Take out of us the ſtony heart, and give us 
an heart of fleſh, which may feel the force and 
efficacy of thy divine Word. Teach as to receive 
it, not as the word of man, but as it is in truth, 
the Word of God, which efſeQtually work- 
eth in them. that believe, Remove from us 
every degree of prejudice ; and fill us with that 
meek and quiet ſpirit, that honeſt and good 
heart, on which the heavenly ſeed may take 
root, and flouriſh, and' bring forth fruit' an 


Thundfed fold. Grant theſe my* requeſts O 


merciful Father, for thy beloved Son's ſake ; 
and pardon the iniquity of thy ſervant, and all 
my unfruitfulneſs hitherto under the means of 
grace I have enjoyed. I unfeignedly bleſs thee 
for thy mercies and loving kindneſs towards 
me. Lord help me from henceforth to walk 
worthy of thy diſtinguiſhing mercies, and of 
the light and advantages thou beſtuweſt upon 
me ; help me to adorn the doctrine of God our 
Saviour in all things. I commit myſelf into. 
thy hands, O Lord, in the name of Jeſus. 
Chriſt ; deſiring to aſctibe all honour, Py 
Þ: an 
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and glory to the ever-bleſſed Godhead, Father, 
Son, and Holy Qhoſt, now and for eyermore, 
« Our Father,” &c, 


A Prayer to be uſed after the Hearing of God's 

x Wird. 7 
O Moſt merciful and moſt gracious Lord God, 
I thy unworthy fervant again approach the 
throne of thy grace, in the name of our Great 
Mediator Jeſus Chriſt, defiring with a thank» 
ful heart to magnify thy-mercy for the many 
opportunities thou affordeſt me of hearing thy 
holy Word. 


hat am I, © Lard, that thou ſhouldeſt 
tbus vouchſafe to ſpeak to me by thy ſtewards 
and ambafladors, to call- me: to the knowledge 
of ſalvation, and to the hope of thy glory, 
Lord, 1 am ſinful duſt and aſhes; Ihave ſhame- 
fully .refufed to hearken when thou haſt called, 
and have frequently turned away mine earfrom 
thy repreofs. I deferve no favour or. mercy 
from thee ; but thou art all compaſſhon and 
love; and in infinite and undeſerved mercy, 
{heweſt loving kindneſs to the moſt unworthy, 
_ O, may a ſenſe of thy goodneſs and love, make 
the deepeſt impreſſion on my mind ; and when» 
ever thou ſpeakeſt, may I thy ſervant, humbly 
and gladly hear, and lay up thy Wordsiit my 
heart. Thou haſt ſaid, That thy Word ſhall 
Not return unto thee yoid : Let this be fulfilled 
unto me, and all the heaters of thy Word this 
day ; may it work in us repentance, faith, - and 
holy obediences may we be not |only hearers, 
but doexs of it ; may/it be unto. us the favour 
of life, unto everlaſting life.  O 1&t not ery 
8 WwoJIie, 


_.W—_— TT TT: 


BI” ot 4 : 
world, the fleſh, or the devil, have power to 
banifh from 'our minds, any of the good im- 
preſſions that have been wrought in our ſouls; 
but may thy good Spirit effeQtually fix and fup- 
port them, and keep us ſtedfaſt in thy faith and 
fear. And, O God of all power and grace, be 
thou pleafed-to make known the ſaving truths 


of thy Goſpel throughout the world. Raiſe 


up faithful, able, and zealous preachers of thy 
Word ; and aſſiſt and defend them in the work 
to which thou appointeſt them. Enable them 
by thy mighty power, to ſpeak to the convice 
tion of eyery inner, and to the comfort and 
edification of _ people. May the doCtrine 
on deliver go forth with ſuch efficacy, that 
the eyes of the ſpiritually- blind may be opened 
to ſee the riches of thy grace ; the careleſs and 
profane awakened to a ſenſe of their inexpreſ- 
ſible danger; and- the formal be ftirred up to 
ſeek for the life and power of godlineſs in their 
ſouls. O thou gracious Father in Chrift Jeſus, 
make their words powerful tobring all as guilty, 
helpleſs creatures to Jeſus Chriſt ; and ſo gentle 
and affetionate as to heal the broken-hearted, . 
and fill us with more feryent defires after meek- 
neſs, holineſs, and love. We acknowledge that 
it is thou who giveſt the increaſe to the ſeed. 
ſown ; give, we beſeech thee, a plentiful in- 
creaſe ; and ſtill continue to us the light of the 
Goſpel; and always grant us the bleſſing of 
ſuch miniſters who may rightly divide Word of 
Truth ; who through evil 'report and good re- 
port may till, with thy bleſſed Apoſtle, St, 
Paul, determine to know nothing among us 
but Jeſus Chriſt and him crucified ; that being 

rooted 


Tn 
Py ——_. 
$== grounded i him, cal of eſtabliſhed in- 
faiths which: worketh: by: love it 31]; 
obedience, - we: may, finally, withztby faith! 
_ ſervants gone-before-us.;. Atiain that. crown -of: 
: glory; whigh thy. bountiful. mercy has lai "# up. 
. for them that-love thee, through vel: Chriſt, 
our. only adyQcate ARA IPCGINEE 174 Amen. $a 


O UR ; wth which art in Y ERS hallowed. 

be thy name. ;Tby kingdom come. Thy 
will be. done;in earth, as it is. heaven, Give 
us this day. our. daily bread, . And forgive us 
our. treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs. 
againſt us... And lead us not into: temptation z ; 
but deliver us from-evil., For thine. is the king- 
dom, and-the power, and. the. E09T- for ever 
and ever. FU: ror Yer a 


TH HE grace. af our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the-love.of God,. and the. feilowſhip. of the 


Holy et be WUD us all evermore. Oey, 
e' = —_ 8 
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